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WHAT TO EXPECT
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PLAYER PROFILE

EPHRAM
MCNUTT55

As his junior career winds down, Ephram McNutt leaves 
behind a legacy of leadership, consistency, and 
steady growth during his time in the Western Hockey 
League.

The 20-year-old defenceman from Ponoka County, 
Alberta will play the final games of his WHL career 
this weekend, bringing to a close a four-season 
journey that has seen him develop into one of the 
most reliable blue-liners for the Regina Pats.

Over 235 career WHL games split between the Pats 
and the Prince George Cougars, McNutt compiled 104 
points (22 goals, 82 assists), steadily evolving into 
a two-way defender capable of contributing in all 
situations.

This year marked the most productive campaign of 
McNutt’s WHL career. Serving as captain, he recorded 
a career-high 52 points (12 goals, 40 assists), 
finishing fifth in team scoring while leading the 
Pats in assists. His strong offensive output also 
placed him among the top 15 defencemen in scoring 
across the league

Beyond the numbers, McNutt’s leadership has been just 
as impactful. Wearing the “C” for Regina, he provided 
guidance for one of the WHL’s younger rosters, 
helping mentor emerging players.
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EPHRAM
MCNUTT
Sports Hero Growing Up:
Nathan MacKinnon
 
Fav NHL Team:
Toronto Maple Leafs 

Best Vacation Place  
I’ve Been:
Halifax, NS

Favorite Food:
Lobster

Other Than hockey
I'm Great At:
Mountain Biking

How Do You Spend Free
Time?:
Anything outdoors

AD SPACE

BORN:     Ponoka County, AB
DATE:     May 4, 2005
POSITION: Defence	  
SHOOTS:   Right
HEIGHT:   6'0”  Weight: 181 lbs

#55
PLAYER SPOTLIGHT
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ROSTERS

#	 NAME	 POS	 HOMETOWN	 YOB	 HT	 WT	 GP	 G	 A	 PTS	 PIM	 +/-
3	 Jonas Kohn	 D	 Stillwater, MN	 2007	 6'3	 206	 39	 1	 3	 4	 49	 -9
4	 Kolten Bridgeman	 D	 Regina, SK	 2006	 6'4	 213	 49	 1	 8	 9	 49	 -18
6	 Reese Hamilton	 RD	 Whitewood, SK	 2007	 6'0	 180	 65	 7	 36	 43	 26	 9
10	 Keets Fawcett	 LW	 Grimshaw, AB	 2006	 5'11	 171	 56	 30	 29	 59	 41	 -19
13	 Liam Pue	 C	 Langley, BC	 2010	 6'0	 168	 32	 6	 10	 16	 20	 -2
18	 Zach Moore	 C	 Saskatoon, SK	 2006	 5'11	 173	 50	 10	 14	 24	 39	 -23
19	 Maddox Schultz	 C	 Regina, SK	 2010	 5'10	 180	 33	 13	 14	 27	 20	 -7
20	 Connor Bear	 LW	 Whitewood, SK	 2007	 5'9	 165	 35	 7	 6	 13	 24	 -1
21	 Ellis Mieyette	 C	 Lumsden, SK	 2006	 5'10	 174	 61	 11	 24	 35	 46	 -6
22	 Shea Rollason	 RW	 Winnipeg, MB	 2008	 6'1	 186	 45	 1	 3	 4	 40	 -11
23	 Aiden Wagner	 RD	 Yorkton, SK	 2009	 5'11	 171	 39	 2	 7	 9	 6	 7
24	 Jace Egland	 RW	 Eastend, SK	 2007	 5'9	 180	 54	 11	 6	 17	 15	 -10
25	 Ruslan Karimov	 LW	 Almetievsk, RUS	 2007	 6'0	 201	 59	 17	 19	 36	 26	 -10
27	 Caden Brown	 RW	 Prince George, BC	 2005	 5'11	 190	 62	 28	 32	 60	 24	 -24
32	 Mathis Paull	 LW	 Vernon, BC	 2009	 6'2	 198	 53	 7	 6	 13	 30	 -6
37	 Cohen Klassen	 C	 Martensville, SK	 2008	 6'0	 176	 60	 13	 23	 36	 45	 -9
38	 Dayton Deschamps	 D	 Saskatoon, SK	 2007	 5'11	 190	 52	 3	 7	 10	 55	 -18
41	 Cruz Nicolay	 D	 Red Deer, AB	 2010	 6'1	 172	 2	 0	 0	 0	 0	 -1
44	 Matt Paranych	 LD	 Edmonton, AB	 2007	 5'9	 150	 64	 7	 26	 33	 46	 -34
49	 Dayce Derkatch	 LW	 Regina, SK	 2007	 5'8	 143	 64	 4	 9	 13	 10	 -16
51	 Maytas Ubl	 RW	 Plzen, CZE	 2007	 6'3	 190	 12	 0	 1	 1	 0	 -5
53	 Charlie Leonard	 D	 Calgary, AB	 2010	 6'0	 185	 1	 0	 0	 0	 0	 -1
55	 Ephram McNutt	 D	 Ponoka County, AB	 2005	 6'0	 181	 64	 12	 40	 52	 32	 -16
57	 Zachary Lansard	 RW	 Ste. Anne, MB	 2008	 6'0	 175	 66	 23	 30	 53	 33	 -1

#	 NAME	 POS	 HOMETOWN	 YOB	 HT	 WT	 GP	 RECORD	 SO	 GAA	 SV% 
30	 Taylor Tabashniuk	 G	 Regina, SK	 2007	 6'1	 193	 20	 5-8-0-0	 	 0	 3.84	 0.883
35	 Marek Schlenker	 G	 Okotoks, AB	 2006	 5'10	 164	 47	 18-17-6-1	 	 1	 3.82	 0.884

REGINA PATS
RECORD AS OF MARCH 20: 66GP 25W-32L-7OTL-2SOL 59PTS
HEAD COACH: BRAD HERAUF   GENERAL MANAGER: DALE DERKATCH
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ROSTERS

#	 NAME	 POS	 HOMETOWN	 YOB	 HT	 WT	 GP	 G	 A	 PTS	 PIM	 +/-
3	 Merrek Arpin	 RD	 Calgary, AB	 2006	 6'4	 205	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
5	 Dylan Ronald	 LD	 Ponoka, AB	 2006	 5'11.	 187	 40	 4	 7	 11	 14	 5
6	 Cameron Allard	 RD	 Yorkton, SK	 2008	 6'3	 196	 60	 7	 11	 18	 29	 14
7	 Brady Turko	 RW	 McCreary, MB	 2007	 6'1	 175	 64	 17	 17	 34	 34	 -3
8	 Prabh Bhathal	 C	 Winnipeg, MB	 2009	 6'2	 201	 61	 7	 22	 29	 26	 1
9	 Jaxon Jacobson	 C	 Brandon, MB	 2008	 5'10	 182	 61	 25	 59	 84	 32	 8
10	 Caleb Hadland	 LW	 Sylvan Lake, AB	 2006	 5'10	 190	 54	 15	 28	 43	 53	 11
11	 Chase Surkan	 LW	 Regina, SK	 2009	 5'7.5	 167	 43	 20	 18	 38	 6	 6
12	 Nigel Boehm	 LD	 Corman Park, SK	 2008	 6'1.5	 190	 61	 1	 14	 15	 87	 19
13	 Jordan Gavin	 LW	 Surrey, BC	 2006	 5'11	 180	 66	 16	 42	 58	 6	 3
14	 Grayson Burzynski	 LD	 Winnipeg, MB	 2005	 6'4	 211	 59	 11	 47	 58	 58	 20
17	 Joby Baumuller	 RW	 Wilcox, SK	 2007	 5'11	 191	 56	 38	 21	 59	 35	 21
18	 Cruz Jim	 RD	 Grand Prairie, AB	 2010	 5'8.5	 159	 3	 0	 0	 0	 2	 -4
19	 Carter Klippenstein	 C	 Lethbridge, AB	 2006	 6'3	 186	 38	 11	 17	 28	 74	 1
21	 Jimmy Egan	 C	 Still Water, MN	 2008	 6'1.5	 185	 66	 4	 18	 22	 26	 1
22	 Brett Wilson	 LW	 Calgary, AB	 2006	 5'8	 173	 16	 2	 5	 7	 4	 5
23	 Gunnar Gleasman	 RW	 Snomass, CO	 2007	 6'4	 206	 45	 5	 0	 5	 72	 -11
26	 Luke Mistelbacher	 RW	 Steinbach, MB	 2005	 6'	 200	 65	 41	 44	 85	 33	 12
27	 Max Lavoie	 LD	 Victoria, BC	 2006	 6'3.5	 206	 65	 4	 7	 11	 91	 -2
39	 Easton Odut	 LW	 Dauphin, MB	 2007	 5'8.5	 170	 16	 1	 2	 3	 0	 -2
58	 Daniil Skvortsov	 LD	 Kaluga, Russia	 2007	 6'4	 200	 48	 0	 7	 7	 47	 -5
62	 Nicholas Johnson	 C	 Calgary, AB	 2005	 6'2	 207	 66	 21	 29	 50	 40	 30
84	 Giorgos Pantelas	 RD	 Victoria, BC	 2008	 6'2	 211	 66	 6	 31	 37	 48	 17
91	 Ryan Boyce	 LW	 Calgary, AB	 2008	 5'10	 177	 33	 0	 3	 3	 12	 -4

#	 NAME	 POS	 HOMETOWN	 YOB	 HT	 WT	 GP	 RECORD	 SO	 GAA	 SV% 
30	 Filip Ruzicka	 G	 Trinec, CZE	 2008	 6'7	 230	 41	 25-14-1-0	 	 2	 3.22	 0.906
31	 Hudson Perry	 G	 Sexsmith, AB	 2007	 6'3	 173	 1	 0-1-0-0	 	 0	 5.00	 0.853
33	 Jayden Kraus	 G	 Prince Albert, SK	 2006	 6'2	 210	 29	 13-11-1-0	 	 2	 3.68	 0.895

BRANDON WHEAT KINGS
RECORD AS OF MARCH 20: 66GP 38W-26L-2OTL-0SOL 78PTS

GENERAL MANAGER AND HEAD COACH: MARTY MURRAY
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BRANDON
WHEAT KINGS

The Brandon Wheat Kings close out the regular season 
this weekend with plenty still to play for, entering 
action with a 38-26-2-0 record and 78 points. That 
mark has them sitting fifth in the Eastern Conference 
standings, with their playoff position all but locked 
in heading into the final games of the campaign. 
 
All signs point to a first-round matchup with the 
Calgary Hitmen, who currently occupy the fourth seed. 
With the postseason set to begin next week, this 
weekend presents one final opportunity for the Wheat 
Kings to fine-tune their game before what is expected 
to be a tightly contested series between two evenly 
matched Clubs. 
 
Brandon’s roster features a strong mix of emerging 
talent and experience, highlighted by four players 
recognized by NHL Central Scouting. Giorgos Pantelas, 
Joby Baumuler, Cameron Allard, and Filip Ruzicka have 
all drawn attention ahead of the upcoming NHL Draft, 
underlining the depth of talent within the lineup. 
 
The Wheat Kings also boast a strong academic and 
development pipeline, with nine players committed to 
NCAA programs. Their trio of 20-year-olds are all set 
to make the jump to the next level, including Nicholas 
Johnson (Ferris State Bulldogs), Luke Mistelbacher 
(Maine Black Bears), and Grayson Burzynski (RPI 
Engineers).

SCOUTING REPORT



GAMEDAY MAGAZINEMARCH 20, 2026 9

FILIP
RUZICKA30

Brandon Wheat Kings goaltender Filip Ruzicka 
has emerged as one of the most intriguing young 
netminders in the WHL. The 17-year-old Trinec, 
Czechia product stands an imposing 6-foot-7 and 
230 pounds. His play has not gone unnoticed, as 
NHL Central Scouting currently ranks him 13th 
among North American goaltenders ahead of the 2026 
NHL Draft.

In his first season in Brandon, Ruzicka has 
delivered steady and impactful results, posting 
a 25-14-1 record along with a 3.22 goals-against 
average and a .906 save percentage, adding two 
shutouts. His save percentage ranks tied for fifth 
in the WHL.

Ruzicka has been especially sharp down the 
stretch. Over his last 10 games, he has posted a 
stellar .929 save percentage while going 5-3-1, 
providing the Wheat Kings with a reliable backbone 
as they push toward the postseason. 
 
Before making the jump to the WHL, Ruzicka starred 
with Mountfield HK’s U17 program in Czechia, where 
he went 23-15-0 with five shutouts, a 1.80 goals-
against average, and an outstanding .943 save 
percentage. 

PLAYER TO WATCH
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WHL STANDINGS
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LEAGUE LEADERS
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